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Narcosis— One side effect is euphoria. Truth-

fully, I believe I saw the girl above while we were 
doing the one hundred twenty foot dive.  

However, I never even 
thought I would be so 
hung up on “chickens”  
after reading Doc Ri-
ojas’ mailbag talk of 
the chickens of Key 
West.                           
Or did 

I find the Tell Us Your Story from 
LTJG Jack Kleinert who was sent 
to Key West UWSS by a unit that 
seems to be a little short on lon-
gevity. Especially, while in the 
assault mode against a well en-

trench defender overlooking an open beach and you 
are the one coming a shore.  

But just maybe it 
was Rudy’s stories 
of shark encoun-
ters that swayed 
me to stick with 
the adventures 
above the water 
line where I felt 
like I was not too 
close to the 
bottom of the 
food chain.   

Either way, the 
mailbag and stories 
were fun reading. 

Read on for the back 

stories & send yours to 

buddyline@uwss.org 
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Greetings Divers! I was reminded it was Buddy 

Line time and I need to give an update on our 

efforts to pull us out of the Covid Virus dol-

drums. We have scheduled an online meeting 

with the officers and committees in early July. 

The agenda is open, but so far, we will talk 

about the next reunion, declining membership, 

and requirements for membership.   

When FOUWSS was formed 25 odd years ago 

we did not vote for any bylaws or rules for gov-

ernance. The only requirement for membership 

was you had to have attended the school in Key 

West. We have had military personnel who took 

dive training elsewhere and after the school 

closed the Key West location request member-

ship, and we will discuss all the issues in July.  

Stay tuned by checking the website 

FOUWSS.ORG or even Facebook at US Naval Un-

derwater Swimmers.  Also, if your logo gear is 

getting a little battle work, check out the sales in 

our web page and in this issue of Buddy Line. 

Fraternally,  

Dave Gholson 

EXECUTIVE’S CORNER:        by Dave Gholson  

 
PRESIDENT:  Dave Gholson  

                        goatlocker@msn.com        
   (270) 945-0719 
 

SECRETARY/ TREASURER:  Ken Recoy 

    kenrecoy@aol.com 
   (620) 305-9900 
 
 
WEBSITE:  www.uwss.org 

    Bob Bureker  
   navybob@q.com 
 
EDITOR:  Danny Mize 

   buddyline@uwss.org 
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FO UWSS Membership April 30, 2022 
  
Members in database = 291 
 
Total Active Members = 241 
 
We recently learned of the loss of 
our brother Jerry Padrta on March 
23, 2022. Rest in Peace Hero. We 
currently have 4 brothers in Hardship 
that FO UWSS is helping. Donations 
are accepted. 
New Members this Quarter = 2. 
Jack Kleinert Joined us February 1st 
Class of May 1955. Lady Kathy. 
Bruce Reid Joined us March 5th 
Class of August 1969. Lady Gloria. 
  
FO UWSS Treasurer's Quarterly Report: 
  
Account Balance February 1, 2022 = $10,935.29 
Dues Income + $225.00 
Label Fees Income + $0.00 
Logo Gear Sales Income + $557.44 
Other Income (Donations) + $0.00 
--------------------------------------------- 
Reunion Expenses - $0.00 
Logo Gear Expenses (Purchases, mail) - $109.19 
BuddyLine Expenses (Copies, stamps) - $137.46 
Business Expenses (Ink, paper, postage) - 
$149.43 
  
Account Balance April 30, 2022  $11,321.65 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
FO UWSS Secretary's Notes and updates - 
  
1. If you are Not receiving your BuddyLine, 
please let me know. 
2. Dave Gholson FO UWSS President is also 
our Reunion Committee Chair. Note: Our 
Vice President position is currently vacant. 
3. Jim Houle is our Logo Gear Chair. 

You can order by going to the UWSS 
Website and printing out the Order Form 
and sending us a check or by sending 
 an email to: kenrecoy@aol.com and then 
sending us a check. Our address is in the 

BuddyLine and on our UWSS Website.  
4. Please be sure to pay your “Label 
fees” to 
receive your BuddyLine by regular mail. La-
bel 
Fees are $5.00 per year. We currently have 
17 members that receive their BuddyLine by 
regular mail. 
5. Please check to make sure you have paid 
your UWSS Membership Dues. We current-
ly have 177 Members that have expired  
Dues. 
FO UWSS Dues remain at $25.00 for 2 
years.  
6. UWSS Graduating Class pictures. If 
you do not see your Class picture on the 
FO UWSS Website, please send in a copy 
for the FO UWSS Archives. 
7. If you have changed your address, 
phone number/s, or email address, please 
send me an update, so we can be sure to 
stay in contact for important News, Updates 
and your BuddyLine.  
8. So we may honor them, if you know of a 
UWSS brother that has passed, please let us 
know and please send in a copy of the Obitu-
ary. 
9. About 5 years ago, I created a UWSS 
Facebook Page and if you are interested in 
joining, the Link is below. It is free and only 
members of the UWSS FB Page can see 
who is a member and our Posts. 
10. It is important to reach out to our 
UWSS dive buddies and check on each 
other from time to time. Especially in this time 
of COVID 19, and none of us are getting 
any younger. It is always good to hear 
from a brother. 
Stay in touch. Stay safe. HooYah! 
 
Ken Recoy, FO UWSS Secretary/Treasurer 
 
25810 E. 330 Rd. - Chelsea, OK. 74016 
620-305-9900 Cell (And text is ok). 
UWSS Graduation Class March 1972. 
Submariner, Radioman and US Navy Diver. 
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FROM THE MAILBAG:         

Erasmo “Doc” Riojas on Feb 20, 2022, shared a 

little tidbit of knowledge about the streets of Key 

West with a short note to Ken Recoy’s as they dis-

cussed another topic. Doc shared June 2019 pic-

ture of the Main Gate Guard House to the U.S. Na-

val Station, Key West, FL. That picture was nice, 

but the next picture struck me with wonder since I 

had no recall of the picture. Chickens of Key West! 

It was a picture of a chicken on the streets of Key 

West dated June 2019 and labeled “Chickens are 

protected by law. I must say I remember the long 

days for us trainees and the even longer nights in 

the bars just off base but chickens. I do remember 

the galley having powder eggs three times a day 

but actual chickens no! 

According to Lynn Hatter’s article in the WFSU - 

The Florida Keys boasts a variety of flora and fau-

na, and tourists flock to the region to soak up the 

sun and enjoy the climate. The area has tried hard 

to protect its vanishing native wildlife in recent 

years and repel the invaders who could harm the 

natural balance. But not all invasive species are of 

the ‘exotic’ variety. There is a corny joke that starts 

with “why did the chicken cross the road?’ Well, in 

Key West —the chickens are always crossing the 

road. Or hanging out by the local bars. They also 

love to chill out by the beach …. They crow at all 

hours of the day and night, and they strut the 

streets like they own it. While they do not get any 

special protections in the Keys, residents cannot 

shoot them, and cruelty laws are enforced. In case 

anyone is wondering—these are wild, feral chick-

ens and do not make a good dinner…. the chickens 

don’t have many natural predators…. “What a key 

west chicken does better than any animal on the 

planet is pest control,"…. At one point, about 10 

percent of the city’s population were chickens. 

And they are an island icon. But they also poop—a 

lot, leading to concerns about the quality of the 

water, and the beaches. Furthermore, the popula-

tion is spreading up the Keys, leading to concerns 

they could crowd out some of the last remaining 

native species of the Florida Keys.    

Can you  imagine this logo being a chicken not a 

shark! Well, I might have gotten a little carried 

away, but I really do not remember seeing a live 

chicken in 1973. Thanks, Doc, you stirred my curi-

osity. Comments? 
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  FROM THE MAILBAG:         
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Joe N. Mares age 

82, a resident of Rio 

Communities, New 

Mexico, passed away 

on September 14, 

2021.He was a mem-

ber of Our Lady of 

Belen Parish, Navy 

EOD Association, 

American Legion Post 

81 and The Fraternal 

Order of Underwater Swimmers School. 

Joe was preceded in death by his daughter, 

Linda L. Richards; son Victor Mares; parents, 

Juan and Marita Mares and brothers, Rudy 

and Julio Mares. 

He is survived by the love of his life of 53 

years, Dolores; daughters, Joann (Joel)

Christina, Carme (Robert); son-in-law, Jeff 

Richards; 10 grandchildren and seven great-

grandchildren. Also surviving is siblings, Ruth 

Gonzales, Mabel Mares, John Mares, Jerry 

Mares and Lorraine Ashford.  

Joe spent 26 years in the Navy, earning the 

rank of Lieutenant Commander. He complet-

ed six tours in Vietnam, three in country and 

three on ships, the last one being the Coral 

Sea. He also took part in experimental diving 

operations. He was the recipient of two 

bronze stars as well as many other commen-

dations. 

He was funny, intelligent, gentle, and though 

sometimes quiet, his silence spoke volumes. 

He always gave the best advice and support-

ed his family. He had many talents; he could 

fix anything, disarm explosives, deep dive a 

quarter mile, hand craft wood, and was a 

beautiful painter. 

To say we are all devastated to live life with-

out him is an understatement.  

Chuck Marrow 
age 76, a resident of 
Holly Springs, Mis-
sissippi, passed 
away on Jan. 23, 
2019, at Baptist 
Hospital in Oxford, 
Mississippi. He was 
retired from the U.S. 
Air Force. He was a 
member and prior 
president of the 
USAF Pararescue 

Association. He enlisted in the Air Force in 
March of 1966 and retired in December of 
1986 with an extensive history of service 
in Vietnam, while serving as a Parares-
cueman. He received three Silver Stars, 
five Distinguished Flying Crosses and 22 
Air Medals.  

He leaves his wife, Mary Humphreys Mor-
row; two sons, Charles D. Morrow Jr. of 
Byhalia, Mississippi; Bryan Humphreys of 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; a daughter, Robin 
Gordon (Mark) of Hardy, Ark.; a sister, 
Janice Kesler of Nashville, Tenn.; and 
seven grandchildren.          

Jerry Clement Padrta, 
Sr age 90, of Port St 
Lucie, Florida passed 
away on Tuesday, 
March 22, 2022. Jerry 
was born October 26, 
1931. Jerry qualified in 
submarines on the USS 
Balao (SS-285) in 1959 
and was a LCDR when 

he left the Navy. He also served aboard 
USS Threadfin (SS-410) 1962-64 and 
USS Chopper (SS-342) from 1964-1966. 
He was a USSVI Life and Holland Club 
member of San Diego and Treasure Coast 
bases.  
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