
BuddyLine 1 August 2024

Another Reunion is on the Radar. 
All pings are coming from Southern
California in the vicinity of San
Diego. Our specific destination is
un-known. However, the dates are
set for April 21 – 25, 2025.
Jim Lake is working hard to
determine the possible num-bers
of members. He has, if not, already
sent out another inquiry of
members that have an interest in
attending what might be the next
to last re-union for our Fraternal
Order. We are hoping many may
re-consider and try to attend. 
Please help Jim with our last 
reunion. We do understand that 
some are unable to travel, and 
others have lost interest. We are 
hoping to keep the Shipstore, 
BuddyLine, and the Website going 
to the actual last man standing. 
We are looking for enough interest 
to make the last reunion in Key 
West. Help us if you can

Smile this is not the end   
but a shift in how we do 
business and maintain a spirit 
of friendly good-fellowship. 

Buddy Line

Fraterna l Order of Underwater Swimmers School , Key West,
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tell us your story: by Rudy Ender

3BuddyLine 2024

(continue from BL May 2024)
I had a great deal of respect for many of the in-
structors at the school. In my view, their 
capabilities far exceeded enlisted ratings. The 
Navy is a tradition-oriented
organization. Its officer leadership is primarily
derived from four year educated graduates 
of the Naval Academy, OCS, and ROTC. Without 
the requisite education, it becomes 
extremely difficult for a non-college enlisted
man to become a commissioned naval
officer. To keep the door open for promising en-
listed personnel, the Navy initiated the 
Limited Duty Officer program and came up with 
occasional officer selection programs
based on merit and competition. It was my privi-
lege to recommend four of our best enlisted 
instructors for conversion to officer. Three of 
them passed with flying colors, the other 
would panic at the sight of a competitive exam. I 
always felt Chief Stanley had the work 
ethics, determination, recall ability, and drive to
overcome a complete lack of education. I 
encouraged him to "do it on your own - Read
books, study math, spend spare moments 
reviewing college placement tests and other 
challenging examinations." Shortly after
making Chief, the window opened, and I threw 
Stanley's name in the hat. I knew he could 
do it, and he did. Stanley passed the exam and 
was slated for OCS. With as little math
background as he had, I knew the school's navi-
gation course would be too much for him. I 
decided to spoon feed him celestial navigation, 
excluding all the theory by concentrating 
on method only. I taught him how to calculate a 
sun line of position, three-star fix, and
meridian transit of the sun, moon fix, and great 
circle sailing. Jay proved to be an excellent
student. He absorbed everything quickly and 
seldom made errors in arithmetic, generally

all that is required in celestial navigation if one 
excludes the theory. I would have gladly
done the same for anyone else with the same 
enthusiasm and willingness to succeed as
Stanley. Chief Hazelwood and Chief Delljocoma 
also made officer much to our
delight. Both men were excellent role models. 
The bad news was they would be
transferred from our command.
The underwater world is unpredictable. Stay in 
it long enough and something bad is
sure to happen. I had my share of close calls 
with all the shark encounters but never
feared moray eels though I normally kept away 
from them. I had seen hundreds of green
morays while looking under ledges, freeing 
speared groupers and crawling under large
brain coral heads in search of lobster. One time I 
was cocking my Hawaiian Sling when I
noticed a slight movement behind my right el-
bow. I swung my head around and noticed a
giant green moray eel only inches from my arm. 
He kept opening and closing his mouth,
but made no menacing move toward me. I was 
convinced they were uglier than 
harmful. We had just completed a series of deep 
dives off the outer southeast channel
buoy when we decided to move closer to the 
reef for some recreational diving. After an hour
or so, we tried to pull anchor without success, it 
was hung up in the coral. I dove over the
side with Doctor Grunewald, the school doctor, 
for a quick look. He stayed on the surface
as I descended the anchor line to the bottom. 
One of the anchor flukes was hung
under a coral ledge. After a few tugs, I pulled it 
free. To conserve air, I crouched down in
the middle of sand patch next to a large brain 
coral to spring to the surface. A fraction of a
second later, I noticed the head of an enormous 
green moray eel striking across my  
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Harry, can you see any
young girls? No, my 
wife has my glasses.

Thinking of the 
young girls.

Glory Days
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Reconciliation Report
UWSS Bank Account – 8631  SUMMARY  6/30/24

Beginning Balance $14,594.98

Cleared Payments 1 Item -$10.60

Cleared Deposits  3 Items    $ 125.00

DETAILS  Beginning Balance $14,594.98

Cleared Payments  1 Item

6/17/24  USPS - $10.60

Total Cleared Payments as of 6/30/24 -$10.60

Cleared Deposits            3 Items

6/20/24 BKOFAMERICA MOBILE 06/20 DEPOSIT $50.00

6/20/24 BKOFAMERICA MOBILE 06/20 DEPOSIT $25.00

6/20/24 BKOFAMERICA MOBILE 06/20 DEPOSIT $50.00

Total Cleared Deposits as of 6/30/24

Ending Balance as of 6/30/24

  $125.00 

$14,709.38 

Register Balance as of 6/30/24 $14,709.38



UWss Shipstore: All prices include shipping.
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